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Integration of Chinese and Western Cultures
and Enrichment of Chinese Vocal Music

—Taking Bass Singer Peng Kangliang as an Example

SUN Jiayi

Abstract; Bass singer Peng Kangliang has long devoted himself to interpreting Chinese vocal music works, using
Western bel canto. Peng’s pursuit of artistic effects and his personal singing style have been demonstrated in two
recent recitals, “Chinese Folk Songs and Bel Canto” and “Winter Journey” ( Chinese version). These performances
are also typical representations of how he actively puts his artistic concept of “Integration of Chinese and Western
Cultures, Enrichment of Chinese Vocal Music” into practice. When interpreting different genres such as modern art
songs, folk songs, and song composition, he adjusts his approach to the use of Western bel canto according to the
characteristics of Chinese language in three aspects which are as follows: the use of accurate vowels of each word;
phonetic proportionality and the matching of melody and lyrics with the same tune. Mr. Peng’s performance exhibits
the contemporary significance of localization in terms of Chinese vocal music with Western bel canto; Chinese music
is deciphered through a universal means; it serves as a translation mode for facilitating musical and cultural
exchanges ; it becomes an important medium to popularize classic works and enhance public aesthetics.

Key words: Peng Kangliang; Bass; Bel canto; Localization; Chinese vocal music works
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