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Cultural Interpretation of “Extravagant Wedding” in Ancient China

HUO Mingyu

(Institute of Chinese Culture, Chinese National Academy of Arts, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: “Extravagant Wedding” culture and high dowry are originated in ancient Chinese society, and have a negative impact
on social values and social order. The cultural factors that breed the phenomenon of extravagant marriage involve the
profit-seeking behavior in marriage, the commercialization tendency of wedding goods, the decline of wedding spirit, and the
lacking of government policy on weddings. With the “Extravagant Wedding’phenomenon intensified, the ancient scholar-officials
once proposed that “honoring the rites but not ornaments”

Key words: Extravagant Wedding/Marriage; phenomenon and social influence; contributing factor analysis; honoring the rites but

not ornaments



